
R ES E ARCH

Recovering Cities 
Project Concludes
TH ROUG H ITS RECOVE RI NG CITI ES PROJ ECT, Penn IUR brought 
research to bear on the question of the pandemic’s impact on cities. In December 
2021, Penn IUR concluded the project with the publication of Recovering New York 
City: A One Year Look Back on the Penn IUR Recovering Cities Project, and a Look 
Forward towards Recovery.

Penn IUR launched the 
Recovering Cities Project in 
September 2020 to track the 
recovery of a major U.S. city 
from the pandemic and its 
economic impact. It focused 
on New York City, a world city 
of global economic and cultural 
importance and the original 
epicenter of the pandemic 
in the United States. Led by 
Penn IUR Advisory Board 
member Bill Lukashok, Penn 

IUR Post-Doctoral Fellow 
Chandan Deuskar, and Penn IUR 
Co-Director Eugénie Birch, the 
research team assembled a small 
but influential group of the city’s 
leaders drawn from the public, 
private, and non-governmental 
sectors and monitored the 
situation in real time with regular 
data gathering in the form of 
the Penn IUR New York City 
Recovery Dashboard (a set of 
indicators that tracked health, 

fiscal conditions, employment, 
public transport use, crime, 
residential and commercial real 
estate markets, park usage, 
retail, arts and culture, and foot 
traffic, available on the Penn 
IUR website). 

The group met bi-monthly, 
reviewed data on the 
state of the city, and 
invited experts to provide 

CO N V E N I N G

Education & 
Workforce 
Series Launched
Penn IUR is exploring the future of education 
in America in a panel discussion series 
entitled Education and Workforce Solutions 
for an Equitable Future. Led by Penn IUR 
Faculty Fellow Laura Perna, Vice Provost 
for Faculty and GSE Centennial Presidential 
Professor of Education, the discussion series 
included two events in Fall 2021. 

The f irst event , “Community Colleges: 
Who Should Pay?,” took place October 12. 
A panel conversat ion among educat ion 
policymakers , leaders , and researchers 
explored the benef it s of tuit ion-free 
community col lege and the issues that 
need to be considered if this approach 
is to successful ly improve access to and 
af fordabil i ty of higher educat ion, especial ly 
for students from histor ical ly underser ved 
groups . Speakers shared insights from 
tuit ion-free community col lege init iat ives 
that have been developed by the State 
of New Jersey and in other states and 
communit ies across the nat ion, as well as 
President Biden’s tuit ion-free proposal . 
Panelists included Zakiya Smith El l is , Chief 
Policy Advisor to New Jersey Governor Phil 
D. Murphy; Mike Flores , Chancellor, Alamo 
Colleges Distr ict , San Antonio Texas; Mar tha 
Kanter, CEO, College Promise; and Edward 
Smith, Educat ion Program Off icer, The 
Kresge Foundation.

The second event in the ser ies , “Federal 
Suppor t for Local Workforce Solut ions ,” 
was held December 7 and explored the 
federal government ’s role in invest ing in 
educat ional and workforce development 
systems. Panelists included Donald Guy 
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2021-22 FELLOWS IN URBAN LEADERSHIP

D E N N I S GALLO  is a senior from Managua, Nicaragua in the College of 
Arts Sciences concentrating in Political Science and minoring in Urban Real 
Estate and Development. 

SY LV IA GAR R E T T  is a junior pursuing a major in political science, minor 
in English, and a certificate in Spanish Language. 

ADAM G O U DJ I L is a junior from Staten Island, NY majoring in Urban 
Studies and minoring in Urban Education Policy. 

AI S HA I RS HAD , who grew up in Brooklyn, NY,  is a junior in a Dual Degree 
Program studying Economics and Political Science in Wharton and the 
College. 

ALE X AN D E R M A SSARO is a senior from Monroe, Connecticut majoring 
in Economics and minoring in Mathematics and Statistics. 

B E NJAM I N M OSS - H O RWIT Z is a junior from Northampton, 
Massachusetts studying urban studies and music. 

V E D I K NAVALE , originally from the Phoenix Metropolitan Area in 
Arizona, is a senior in the Vagelos Dual-Degree Program in Life Sciences 
and Management, where he studies Finance in the Wharton School and 
Neuroscience in the School of Arts and Sciences. 

DAV I D NAVAR RO is junior originally from Monterrey, Mexico majoring in 
economics at Wharton with a minor in urban real estate. 

DAN I E L RU I Z D E L A CO N CHA is a senior majoring in International 
Relations and Urban Studies and minoring in Latin American and Latino 
Studies. 

TH O M A S STATCH E N is a junior from Stonington, Connecticut studying 
Bioengineering and Urban Studies. 

J E N NA SCH U LM AN is a junior from Washington, D.C.  pursuing a dual 
major in Urban Studies and Health and Societies with a minor in French.  

E THAN SCHWART Z , who grew up in New York City, is current junior 
in the college of arts and sciences majoring in Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics (PPE) with minors in Architecture and Urban Real Estate and 
Development.  

J OS E PH SQ U I LL ARO is studying Philosophy, Politics and Economics 
(PPE) with minors in Urban Studies and Classical Studies in the School of 
Arts and Sciences. 

NATA S HA TAG LIAFE R R I is a senior from London concentrating in 
Finance and Real Estate in Wharton with a minor in Italian. 

LE A D ERS H I P

Penn IUR Welcomes 4th Cohort of  Fellows in Urban Leadership
Penn IUR welcomed the four th cohor t of the Fel lows in Urban 
Leadership program in Fal l 2021. The year- long program, open to al l 
Penn undergraduates , engages a small cohor t of selected students with 
high- level local , regional , and nat ional leaders drawn from government , 
business , and civ i l society to discuss decision-making in urban places . 

Fel lows gathered vir tual ly star t ing in September 2021, meeting in 
October, November, and December with Former Philadelphia Mayer 
Michael Nutter ; Maura McCar thy, Executive Director of The Fairmount 
Park Conser vancy, and Chell ie Cameron, CEO of the Philadelphia 
Internat ional Airpor t . Fel lows wil l cont inue to meet with urban leaders 
including Craig Carnarol i , Senior Executive Vice President of Penn, and 
Shawn McCaney, CEO of the Wil l iam Penn Foundation, in Spring 2022. 
Over the course of the year, these interact ions with city leaders wil l 
help the Fel lows develop an understanding of the cr it ical connect ions 
between the public , pr ivate, and nonprof it spheres and prepare them 
to make meaningful contr ibut ions as future leaders in an increasingly 
urban world. To learn more about the program, v is it the page on the 
Penn IUR website.

U N D ERG R AD UAT E FELLOWS I N U R BAN R ESE ARCH M EE T M O N T H LY W I T H 
PRO M I N EN T U R BAN LE AD ERS SU CH A S FO R M ER GOVER N O R O F M ARYL AN D 
M ART I N O ' M ALLE Y, R I G H T.

https://penniur.upenn.edu/instruction/penn-iur-fellows-in-urban-leadership#:~:text=The%20Penn%20IUR%20Fellows%20in,to%20become%20tomorrow's%20urban%20leaders.
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Faculty Spotlight: Lance Freeman

C AN YO U TE LL US A B IT ABO UT YO U R 
BACKG RO U N D? H OW D I D YO U CO M E TO 
FO CUS I N PARTI CU L AR O N TH E RO LE O F 
N E I G H BO R H O O D CHAN G E? 

I’m a native New Yorker. I grew up in Queens. I 
think it was that experience, growing up in the city 
and noticing the really stark differences across 
neighborhoods, both in terms of demographics, 
race, ethnicity, and also class, that got me 
interested in urbanism. I have an interest in 
architecture, as well. It was those interests that 
led me to study city planning as a profession. I 
got a master’s degree in City Planning, and then I 
worked for the New York City Housing Authority 
for a couple years before getting my Ph.D. In 
my experience working at the New York City 
Housing Authority, I became interested in housing, 
and how housing policy and planning affected 
neighborhoods.

It really was my experience growing up in New 
York, and being fascinated by the different 
characteristics of various neighborhoods and how 
starkly neighborhoods can change, that got me 
interested in the topic.

YO U R M OST R ECE NT BO O K , A H AV E N 
AN D A H E LL :  TH E G H E T TO I N B L ACK 
AM E R I C A ,  WH I CH S PE AK S TO TH E 
RO LE O F TH E B L ACK G H E T TO A S A 
R E FU G E , A S WE LL A S A SO U RCE O F 
M ARG I NALI Z ATI O N . C AN YO U TALK A 
LIT TLE B IT ABO UT TH OS E S E E M I N G LY 
O PPOS ITE V I E WS O F TH E H I STO RY O F 
TH E B L ACK G H E T TO?

In recent years, increasing attention has been paid 
to the way that Black neighborhoods—I’ll just use 
the term “ghettos”—have been marginalized. I think 
the murders of George Floyd and others in the past 
few years rekindled attention to that topic in a way 
that perhaps had not been done since the Kerner 
Commission Report, more than 50 years ago, now. 
That’s one vantage point of these neighborhoods. 
My interest in neighborhoods, too, has been how 
the people themselves experience them. How do 
they feel about them? I wanted to research the 
ghetto from that vantage point. 

If you look at the role that these neighborhoods 
have played in Black life historically, I think it has 
played both roles—it has both been a place of 
marginalization, but it’s also people’s home. It’s a 
place of community. And, in particular, in the earlier 
part of the 20th century, it was viewed as a step 
up. A way to advance the race, and escape from the 
Jim Crow South.

THAN K YO U. AN D C AN YO U TALK 
A LIT TLE B IT ABO UT TH E M OST 
SALI E NT PL AN N I N G AN D PO LI CY 
R ECO M M E N DATI O N S I N YO U R BO O K 
THAT CO M E O UT O F THAT H I STO RY?

 I talk about the need to provide opportunities for 
people who want to remain in these communities, 
to give them the opportunity to thrive there. In 
many ways, for many people, it seems that option 
has been increasingly closed off. At the same time, 
some people do want to leave those spaces. So, 
I think you need a mix—you need policies that 
both help people to stay and thrive, and then 

also to move away. For people who want to stay, 
gentrification is a concern in many cities— including 
Philadelphia. The way that the neighborhoods may 
be “improved” is a way that doesn’t benefit the 
people who have been living there for a long period 
of time. So, I’m thinking about ways to improve 
the conditions of neighborhoods in ways that 
also benefit the people that live there. That would 
include not just improving the physical conditions, 
but also providing services and investing in the 
people: better education, job training, policing 
that’s done in a less oppressive way. These can help 
the people who want to remain flourish.

A S PI K PRO FE SSO R , YO U ’ R E FO CUS E D 
O N I NTE R D I SCI PLI NARY R E S E ARCH 
AN D TE ACH I N G . WHAT O PPO RTU N ITI E S 
AN D CHALLE N G E S HAV E YO U RU N 
I NTO I N D O I N G R E S E ARCH THAT S PAN S 
D I SCI PLI N E S?

That’s a great question. I think the opportunity is to 
reach a broader audience—beyond just planners. 
I’ve done a lot of work collaborating with people 
in public health. Planning and public health had 
really close ties back in the 19th century, the early 
20th century—there’s started to be a reintegration 
of that recently. So, there’s an opportunity for 
reaching another, separate audience of people 
who are interested in public health. It’s a way of 
affecting change but through a different channel. 
Sociology or demography—again, another 
opportunity to speak to a different audience. 

L ANCE FRE E MAN ,  Penn IUR Faculty Fellow and one of the world’s leading 
scholars of urban housing and gentrification, was recently appointed Penn’s 29th 
Penn Integrates Knowledge (PIK) University Professor, a position established to 
recruit exceptional faculty members whose research and teaching exemplify the 
integration of knowledge across disciplines. He is the James W. Effron University 
Professor, with joint appointments in the Department of City and Regional Planning 
in the Weitzman School and the Department of Sociology in the School of Arts 
& Sciences. Previously a professor in the Urban Planning Program at Columbia 
University, Freeman spent the 2020-21 academic year at Penn as the Provost’s 
Distinguished Visiting Faculty Fellow. His books include A Haven and a Hell: The 
Ghetto in Black America (Columbia University Press, 2019) and There Goes the ‘Hood: 
Views of Gentrification from the Ground Up (Temple University Press, 2006). 

CO N T I N U ED O N P.  11
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CO N V EN I N G

Penn IUR Keeps Focus on Cities at COP26
The 26th UN Climate Change Conference 
of the Par t ies (COP26) convened October 
31-November 12, 2021 in Glasgow, 
Scotland. Penn IUR joined the University of 
Pennsylvania’s delegat ion for the second 
and f inal week of the conference, which 
focused, among other things , on cit ies 
and regions . Penn IUR joined delegat ion 
with representat ion from Mauricio Rodas , 
Former Mayor of Quito and Visit ing Scholar 
at Perr y World House, Penn IUR, and the 
Kleinman Center for Energy Policy, and 
Amy Montgomer y, Penn IUR’s Managing 
Director. Rodas spoke on a number of 
panels , shar ing his exper t ise on f inancing 
cl imate infrastructure in cit ies and urban 

heat resi l ience. Montgomer y provided dai ly 
bul let ins on urban-related act iv ity from 
COP26.

Following the conference, Rodas and 
Montgomer y shared their takeaways 
from COP26 on the role cit ies can play 
in addressing cl imate change. Read the 
December 2021 issue of Urban Link for 
their ref lect ions on the oppor tunit ies and 
chal lenges that cit ies face in addressing 
cl imate change at the local level while 
s imultaneously navigat ing nat ional and 
mult i -nat ional systems. 

CO N V EN I N G

Conversations on Informality
A seminar ser ies highl ight ing research on urban informality of fers 
academics and pract it ioners an oppor tunity to exchange knowledge 
and together delve into topics such as informality in sett lements , 
ser vices , l ivel ihoods , water supply and Waste, and transpor tat ion. 

The ongoing ser ies is organized by the Forum on Urban Informality, a 
group of ear ly-career researchers housed at Penn IUR that convenes 
graduate and post-graduate researchers across discipl ines and 
inst itut ions to explore the way informality is shaping sustainable 
urban development . Membership is open to any graduate or post-
doc studying informality. To learn more or to join , v is it the Penn IUR 
website.

Events in the “Conversat ions on Informality ” ser ies are structured 
as dialogues between academics and pract it ioners . The four events 
that have taken place since the ser ies began in June 2021 are:

J U N E 18 ,  202 1

“ I NT E R N AT I O N A L WA ST E CH A I N S : T R ACI N G T H E S U PPLY CH A I N FRO M 

FO R M A L WA ST E CO LLEC T I O N TO I N FO R M A L WA ST E PRO CE SS I N G ” 

Silpa Kaza , Senior Urban Special ist at the World Bank , presented 
an over view of the scale of the waste management chal lenge, how 
it relates to urban informality, and what the World Bank does in 
relat ion to it .

Dagna Rams, PhD candidate in Social Anthropology, University of 
Lausanne (UNIL) in Switzerland, and Visit ing Fel low, NYU and the 
Max Planck Inst itute, presented on electronic waste processors 
in Ghana, their f inancial networks and commodity chains , and the 
hazards that they face.

J U LY 23 ,  202 1

“ B R I D G I N G GA PS I N EN ERGY ACCESS: I N T ERS EC T I O N S B E T W EEN BA S I C 

S ERV I CE PROV I S I O N , PU B LI C H E A LT H , A N D CLI M AT E AC T I O N ” 

Deepti Chatt i , Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies 
and Af f i l iate Faculty with the Schatz Energy Research Centre at 
Humboldt State University, presented her insights from nearly a 
decade of ethnographic research on cookstove use in urban and rural 
households in the Indian Himalayas .

SE P T E M B E R 3 ,  202 1

“ R E T H I N K I N G T H E T H EO R E T I C A L D I V I D E :  U R BA N I N FO R M A LIT Y I N T H E 

G LO BA L N O R T H ” 

Rober t Fairbanks I I ,  Lecturer and Fel low, Urban Studies Program, 
University of Pennsylvania , presented his ethnographic work on 
the informal processes characterizing the housing industr y and 
pover ty sur vival strategies in the Kensington area in a post- industr ia l 
Phi ladelphia .

Noah Durst , Assistant Professor, Urban and Regional Planning School 
of Planning , Design, & Construct ion, Michigan State University, 
out l ined his f indings on informal housing in the United States , 
ident ify ing dif ferent housing regulator y regimes and the var ied 
manifestat ions of informal housing within these contexts .

S E P T E M B E R 24 ,  202 1

“ T H E E M PLOY M E N T PA R A D OX : H I G H J O B O PE N I N G S A N D T H E 

U N D O CU M E N T E D L AT I N X ” 

Héctor Manuel Herrada Rangel , Community Act iv ist , Phi ladelphia , 
presented perspect ives from the community in Phi ladelphia about 
informality and ways to suppor t undocumented communit ies to 
formally join the workforce in the U.S . Michael Jones-Correa , 
President ’s Dist inguished Professor of Polit ical Science and Director, 
Center for the Study of Ethnicity, Race and Immigrat ion (CSERI), 
spoke on the consequences of  undocumented status and informality, 
for the economic, social and civ ic engagement of  the Lat inx 
community in Phi ladelphia .

YO U T H GAT H ER ED AT CO P26 W I T H T H E 
M ESSAG E “ SH OW US T H E M O N E Y,” LEF T.

https://penniur.upenn.edu/publications/can-cities-lead-on-climate
https://penniur.upenn.edu/publications/can-cities-lead-on-climate
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?u=31829ddc57bdbac72569de3a6&id=b13a4092a2
https://penniur.upenn.edu/initiatives/forum-on-urban-informality/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/initiatives/forum-on-urban-informality/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/penn-iur-forum-on-urban-informalitysummer-eseminar-series-2021/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/penn-iur-forum-on-urban-informalitysummer-eseminar-series-2021/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/bridging-gaps-in-energy-access/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/bridging-gaps-in-energy-access/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/rethinking-the-theoretical-divide-urban-informality-in-the-global-north/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/rethinking-the-theoretical-divide-urban-informality-in-the-global-north/
http://penniur.upenn.edu/events/the-employment-paradox-high-job-openings-and-the-undocumented-latinx/
http://penniur.upenn.edu/events/the-employment-paradox-high-job-openings-and-the-undocumented-latinx/


CO N V EN I N G

Special Briefings on State and Local Finance Continue
In Fall 2021, Penn IUR continued its monthly webinar series on the impact 
of COVID-19 on the fiscal outlook of state and local governments. In 
partnership with the Volcker Alliance, Penn IUR launched the ongoing 
series in July 2020. 

Free and open to the public, the fall events attracted hundreds of people 
from around the world. Penn IUR Co-Director Susan Wachter and Penn IUR 
Fellow William Glasgall, Senior Director, Public Finance, Volcker Alliance, 
introduced and moderated the discussions. A description of each event’s 
topic and guest speakers follows, along with a link to video of the webinar:

“COVID-19, THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN, AND 2022 STATE 
AND LOCAL BUDGETS” took place June 17, 2021 and focused on 
how governments were planning to use the $350 billion in direct aid 
contained in the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) as they 
readied budgets for fiscal year 2022, and the impact on budgets of the 
Act’s assistance to individuals, families, educational institutions, and 
mass transportation systems. This briefing featured presentations by 
Mark Zandi, Chief Economist, Moody’s Analytics; Shelby Kerns, Executive 
Director, National Association of State Budget Officers; Hughey Newsome, 
Chief Financial Officer, Wayne County, Michigan;  and Kim Norton, Mayor of 
Rochester, Minnesota.  

“THE BIDEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN: RESILIENCE, EQUITY, AND 
FEDERAL INVESTMENT” took place July 15, 2021 and focused on how 
state and local governments planned to use  ARPA funding to address 
broadband as well as water and sewer needs. Panelists also discussed 
the Act’s emphasis on resilience and equity; the outlook for investment 
by counties and cities; and risks posed by climate change to states, 
counties, and cities in the $4 trillion municipal bond market. This briefing 
featured presentations by Brad Little, Governor, Idaho; Carolyn Bourdeaux, 
Congresswoman, Georgia; Laura Curran, Executive, Nassau County, 
New York; Penn IUR Advisory Board Member Manny Diaz, former 
Mayor, Miami, Florida; and Thomas G. Doe, President, Municipal 
Market Analytics.

“THE INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS ACT: 
CLEAN WATER, BETTER BROADBAND, RESILIENCE, AND 
EQUITY” took place September 23, 2021 and focused on the $1 
trillion federal infrastructure bill then under consideration and 
America’s needs for investment in clean water and wider access to 
internet service in states, cities, and counties. This briefing featured 
presentations by Ras J. Baraka, Mayor, Newark, New Jersey; 
Kathryn de Wit, Project Director, Broadband Access Initiative, The 
Pew Charitable Trusts; Penn IUR Faculty Fellow Howard Neukrug, 
Professor of Practice, Department of Earth and Environmental 
Science, School of Arts and Sciences; and Thomas Hazlett, Hugh H. 
Macaulay Endowed Chair in Economics, Clemson University. 

“THE BIDEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN: UNMET NEEDS AND 
STATE OF PLAY” took place October 21, 2021 and focused on 
the federal response to U.S. infrastructure needs. This briefing 
featured presentations by Carolyn Coleman, League of California 
Cities; Andrew Haughwout, Federal Reserve Bank of New York; 
Annie Linskey, Washington Post; and Torsten Slok, Apollo Global 
Management.

“CLIMATE CHANGE, FEDERAL AID AND STATE AND LOCAL 
STRATEGIES” took place November 18, 2021 and focused on  the 
impact of climate change on state and local finances as well as the role 
the federal government may play under measures proposed by President 
Biden. This briefing featured presentations by Nora Wittstruck, Director-
ESG Lead in U.S. Public Finance at S&P; Emily Robare, Vice President and 
Credit Research Analyst at PIMCO Municipals; Hughey Newsome, Chief 
Financial Officer of Wayne County, Michigan; and Tim Coffin, Director of 
Sustainability at Breckinridge Capital Advisors; and was moderated by 
Penn IUR Fellow Nora Fitzpatrick, regional affairs specialist at the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York.

“STATE AND CITY SPENDING OF FEDERAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
FUNDS” took place December 16, 2021 and focused on state and city 
spending of federal infrastructure funds contained in the November 2021 
infrastructure bill as well as ARPA. This event featured presentations 
by Earl Blumenauer, U.S. Congressman, Oregon, and Member, House 
Ways and Means Committee; Penn IUR Advisory Board Member Patrick 
Brett, Managing Director and Head of Citi’s Municipal Debt Capital 
Markets and Capital Solutions Businesses, Chairman of the Municipal 
Securities Rulemaking Board; and David Glick, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, Boston University, Faculty Director of MetroBridge, and 
Co-Principal Investigator, Menino Survey of Mayors, Boston University 
Initiative on Cities.

This series continues in Spring 2022. To stream a video of individual 
events, click on the above hyperlinks. For more information visit Penn IUR’s 
event listings for upcoming events in the series and for videos of  
past events.
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https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-covid-19-the-american-rescue-plan-and-2022-state-and-local
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-covid-19-the-american-rescue-plan-and-2022-state-and-local
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-on-the-biden-infrastructure-plan-resilience-equity-and-fed
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-on-the-biden-infrastructure-plan-resilience-equity-and-fed
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-on-the-infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-on-the-infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-on-the-infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-on-us-infrastructure-needs-and-the-federal-response
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-on-us-infrastructure-needs-and-the-federal-response
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-on-climate-change-federal-aid-and-state-and-local-strategi
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-on-climate-change-federal-aid-and-state-and-local-strategi
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-on-state-and-city-spending-of-federal-infrastructure-funds
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/special-briefing-on-state-and-city-spending-of-federal-infrastructure-funds
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events?filtered=true&theme=state-and-local-fiscal-stability
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On November 4, Penn IUR Co-Director Eugénie Birch engaged Judith Rodin, President Emerita, 

University of Pennsylvania, and Former President, The Rockefeller Foundation, in a conversation about 

Making Money Moral: How a New Wave of Visionaries Is Linking Purpose and Profit (Wharton School 

Press, 2021), which Rodin co-authored with Saadia Madsbjerg. 

In Making Money Moral, Rodin and her coauthor explore impact investing, a burgeoning movement 

of ambitious innovators using private-sector investments in new ways to solve global problems, 

from environmental challenges to social issues such as poverty and inequality. In their hour-long 

conversation, Drs. Rodin and Birch touched on the historical and contemporary forces that led to this 

movement, the potential of using private finance to build communities and protect the environment, and 

several examples of impact investing across various asset classes. 

Rodin was the first woman named to lead an Ivy League institution and the first woman to serve as The 

Rockefeller Foundation’s president. At Penn, she presided over an unprecedented decade of growth and 

progress that transformed the institution, its campus, and the community, and took the university from 

sixteenth to fourth in U.S. News and World Report national rankings.  To stream the discussion, visit the 

Penn IUR event page. 

CO N V EN I N G

Penn IUR Book Talk: Making Money Moral

R ES E ARCH

H+U+D Update
The Penn Humanities, Urbanism, and Design 
(H+U+D) Initiative, funded by the Andrew Mellon 
Foundation, proceeded in person during the Fall 
2021 semester, bridging the divide between the 
humanities and design disciplines in the study 
of cities through frequent interdisciplinary 
exchanges, student research awards, and 
graduate and undergraduate courses. 

The H+U+D colloquium—a group of 15 scholars 
from across the university who meet bi-weekly 
to share research, foster collaboration, and build 
relationships—is a signature component of the 
initiative. This fall, H+U+D officially welcomed 
Franca Trubiano (Architecture, Weitzman 
School of Design) as a new co-director of the 
initiative. She will serve during the 2021-22 
academic year alongside H+U+D co-chair 
and Penn IUR Faculty Fellow Andrea Goulet, 
Professor of French and Francophone Studies, 
Department of Romance Languages (School 
of Arts and Sciences). Penn IUR Co-Director 
Eugénie Birch, co-chair of H+U+D for the 
initiative’s first seven years, continues working 
with the initiative in an advisory role. 

The initiative also welcomed five new faculty 
members into the colloquium from both 

humanities and design disciplines. New 
members include: Mia Bay (History, School 
of Arts and Sciences), Odette Casamayor-
Cisneros (Romance Languages, School of Arts 
and Sciences), Rahul Mukherjee (Television 
and New Media Studies/English, School of Arts 
and Sciences), Sonja Dümpelmann (Landscape 
Architecture, Weitzman School of Design), and 
Andrew Saunders (Architecture, Weitzman 
School of Design). This faculty cohort was 
joined by two Junior Fellows, Dr. Ewa Matyczyk 
and Dr. Alec Stewart, as well as two Doctoral 
Dissertation Fellows, Pavel Andrade and 
Kimberly Noronha, who were all appointed for 
the 2021-22 academic year.

During the Fall 2021 semester, Alec Stewart, 
Jorge Téllez, Odette Casamayor-Cisneros, 
Jennifer Ponce de León, and Pavel Andrade 
presented their research at the H+U+D 
Colloquium meetings. In addition, one highlight 
of the fall semester was a group field trip to 
Taller Puertorriqueño to see the organization’s 
new building and meet with Taller’s Exhibition 
Program Manager and Curator, Rafael Damast. 
Taller was H+U+D’s Anchor Institution Seminar 
for the 2020-21 academic year. This year, 

H+U+D’s Anchor Institution partnership is with 
the Philadelphia Lazaretto, the first quarantine 
hospital in the U.S., built in 1799, which served 
as the gateway to Philadelphia in a crucial period 
of the nation’s growth. H+U+D Faculty Fellow 
David Barnes (History and Sociology of Science) 
will teach the Anchor Institution seminar on the 
Lazaretto this year, and the H+U+D Colloquium 
will take a field trip there this spring.

H+U+D is a joint project with the Weitzman 
School of Design and the School of Arts and 
Sciences, funded by the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation to foster integrative considerations 
of the relationship between the humanities 
and the design professions in the analysis and 
shaping of the built environment.

Following the successful completion of the 
project’s first five-year period, Mellon renewed 
the grant for a second five-year period 
beginning in 2018. Under the renewed grant, 
the initiative takes “The Inclusive City: Past, 
Present, and Future” as its theme, focusing 
on issues of inclusivity and diversity. For more 
information on the initiative and its programs 
visit www.humanitiesurbanismdesign.com.

https://wsp.wharton.upenn.edu/book/making-money-moral/?&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=IUREvent&utm_campaign=making-money-moral
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/penn-iur-book-talk-with-dr-judith-rodin-making-money-moral
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CO N V EN I N G

Livable Cities Generates Cross-University Conversation

On October 27, Penn IUR sponsored an event that brought together 18 
scholars from across the university to share their research as it relates to the 
themes in Mark Alan Hughes’ Livable Cities,an Audible Original audiobook in 
The Great Courses series, which argues for the necessity for cities in meeting 
the fundamental needs of individuals and of the human community.

The event paired scholars from different disciplines in discussion of a concept 
Hughes used in the book to explore the necessity of cities. By drawing 
scholars from diverse disciplines, the event unearthed themes common across 
disciplines and created connections among widely varied research topics. 
Visit the Penn IUR website to stream the dialogues and to read Hughes’s 
reflections on the conversation. 

The participants, grouped in pairs with the theme on which they spoke, are 
listed below:

The Livability of Cities 
Michael Weisberg, Professor and Chair of Philosophy, School of Arts and 
Sciences; Senior Faculty Fellow and Director of Post Graduate Programs at 
Perry World House 

Akira Drake Rodriguez, Assistant Professor, City & Regional Planning, 
Weitzman School of Design

Theme: Building Refuge in Cities
Randy Mason, Professor, Historic Preservation and City & Regional Planning; 
Faculty Director, Center for the Preservation of Civil Rights Sites, Weitzman 
School of Design

David Grazian, Professor, Sociology and Communication; Faculty Director, 
Urban Studies Program, School of Arts and Sciences

Theme: Markets at the Crossroads
Gilles Duranton, Dean's Chair in Real Estate Professor, The Wharton School

Erick Guerra, Associate Professor and Associate Chair, City & Regional Planning; 
Director, Cm2 University Transportation Center, Weitzman School of Design

Theme: Making Meaning in Livable Cities
John Dilulio, Frederic Fox Leadership Professor of Politics, Religion, and Civil 
Society, School of Arts and Sciences

Ken Lum, Marilyn Jordan Taylor Presidential Professor, Chair of Fine Arts, 
Weitzman School of Design

Theme: Freedom the Key to the Cities
Michael Delli Carpini, Oscar H. Gandy Professor of Communication & 
Democracy, Annenberg School for Communication

Mia Bay, Roy F. and Jeannette P. Nichols Chair in American History, School of 
Arts and Sciences 

Theme: Livable Cities are Edible Cites
Domenic Vitiello, Associate Professor, City & Regional Planning, Weitzman 
School of Design

Karen Glanz, George A. Weiss University Professor, Professor, Perelman School 
of Medicine and the School of Nursing; Director, UPenn Prevention Research 
Center

Theme: The Wisdom of Cities
Alison Lassiter, Assistant Professor, City & Regional Planning, Weitzman 
School of Design

Bethany Wiggin, Associate Professor of German; Founding Director, Penn 
Program in Environmental Humanities, School of Arts and Sciences

Theme: Waste Not, Walk Not
Jennifer Pinto-Martin, Viola MacInnes/Independence Professor of Nursing; 
Professor of Epidemiology, Perelman School of Medicine; Executive Director, 
Center for Public Health Initiatives

David Barnes, Associate Professor, History and Sociology of Science, School of 
Arts and Sciences

Theme: Paradise Lost and Found
Karen M'Closkey, Associate Professor, Landscape Architecture, Weitzman 
School of Design

Simon Richter, Class of 1942 Endowed Term Professor of German; Department 
Chair, Germanic Languages and Literatures, School of Arts and Sciences

Theme: The Survival of Livability
Penn IUR Co-Director Eugenie Birch, Lawrence C. Nussdorf Professor of Urban 
Research and Education, City & Regional Planning, Weitzman School of Design

Francesca Ammon, Associate Professor, City & Regional Planning and Historic 
Preservation, Weitzman School of Design

The Audible book Livable Cities.by Mark Alan Hughes, above, inspired a conversation among 
18 researchers from six schools at Penn IUR's fall event.

https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/livable-cities
https://penniur.upenn.edu/publications/livable-cities-our-best-hope
https://penniur.upenn.edu/publications/livable-cities-our-best-hope
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Penn IUR published #GalápagosGoesGreen: Resiliency and CO2 Emission 
Reduction Pathways via Green Transportation for Recovering the Tourist 
Industry in the Aftermath of COVID-19 in October 2021 to help local 
leaders understand the options for sustainable mobility in the cities of the 
Galápagos Islands. The policy brief is a product of the City Climate-Resilient 
Infrastructure Financing Initiative (C2IFI), a cross-University initiative to 
expand financing for climate-resilient urban infrastructure, on which Penn 
IUR works in partnership with the Kleinman Center for Energy Policy (KCEP) 
and Perry World House (PWH).

Ecuador’s Galápagos Islands have a tourism-based economy reliant on 
diesel fuel and old, undersized port facilities. The collapse in tourism due to 
the pandemic highlighted the value of increasing the archipelago’s self-
sufficiency by developing off-grid green transportation systems. Within 
this context, #GalápagosGoesGreen explores the context, precedents, and 
possibilities for sustainable mobility with a focus on the islands’ two largest 

town centers, Puerto Ayora and Puerto Baquerizo Moreno, as well as the 
archipelago’s intra-island waters.

In collaboration with planners and officials in the Galápagos Islands, 
C2IFI researchers undertook this project in support of the islands’ vision 
to transition from fossil fuel dependency to clean energy options (as 
articulated in its Zero Fossil Fuel Initiative, 2007); this vision expresses 
the intent to preserve the archipelago’s unique ecosystem, protect it from 
the effects of climate change, and ensure healthy communities—while 
maintaining its valuable tourism economy. #GalápagosGoesGreen outlines 
suggestions for realizing this vision through energy grid improvements, 
non-fossil fuel vehicles, and financial mechanisms. The brief frames the 
challenges and possibilities leaders face, situates options within the political 
and economic context, and offers case studies from around the world. Learn 
more about Penn IUR’s work with C2IFI on the Penn IUR website.

PU B LI C AT I O N

#GalapagosGoesGreen Published

R ES E ARCH

Comparative Urbanization: United States and South Korea
Penn IUR presented research on housing 
development and financing at the Korea City 
Renaissance Industry Expo (CRIEXPO) on 
October 28, 2021. The presentation marked 
Penn IUR’s third year of participation in this 
research project convened by the Urban 
Sustainability Laboratory at the Washington-
based Wilson Center, which undertakes 
comparative research with U.S and South 
Korean scholars and practitioners involving 
the Housing and Urban Guarantee Corporation 
(HUG) and the Land and Housing Institute (LHI) 
of South Korea. 

For this project, the Center assembled a team 
of knowledge partners including Penn IUR, 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), and American University 
to develop U.S. case studies that inform specific 
research questions on housing development 
and financing practices and policies posed by 

South Korean sponsors. In the project’s first 
year, Penn IUR explored Business Improvement 
Districts and their investments in public space 
(see “Comparative Study of Urban Regeneration 
in the United States and South Korea: Business 
Improvement Districts in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania”). In the second year, Penn IUR 
examined partnerships financing large-scale 
housing projects in the U.S. such as Pacific Park 
(formerly Atlantic Yards) in Brooklyn New York 
(“Comparative Study of Urban Regeneration 
in the United States and South Korea: Atlantic 
Yards, Brooklyn, NY”). Penn IUR Co-Director 
Eugénie Birch and Amanda Lloyd, Penn IUR 
Program Director, Global Research Initiatives, 
presented the findings of these projects to HUG 
in Seoul and Busan respectively in September 
2019 and 2020. Along with their Korean and 
other partners, they presented the results of 
the whole project at the World Urban Forum in 

February 2020. Now in the project’s third year, 
Penn IUR is developing case studies of Greater 
Miami and Philadelphia in order to examine 
models for financing affordable moderate-
to-middle-income rental housing and urban 
regeneration and disaster resilience focusing 
on the use of vacant land. The October 2021 
presentation of initial research findings at 
CRIEXPO can be streamed on the Penn IUR 
website. The report will be available in 2022.

Penn IUR’s interest in comparative urbanization 
research between U.S. and South Korea dates 
back to 2014, when Penn IUR hosted, as part of 
its 10th anniversary event series, “The Future 
of Urbanization: What Can We Learn from Asian 
Cities?” an event that included a presentation 
by Dr. Kyung-Hwan Kim, former President 
of the Korea Research Institute for Human 
Settlements. Kim, now Professor of Economics 
at Sogang University, is a Penn IUR Scholar.

https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Galapagos_Goes_Green.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Galapagos_Goes_Green.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Galapagos_Goes_Green.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/initiatives/city-climate-resilient-infrastructure-financing-initiative/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/initiatives/city-climate-resilient-infrastructure-financing-initiative
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/korea-city-renaissance-industry-expo-2021/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Wilson_Korea_BID_case_study_2019.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Wilson_Korea_BID_case_study_2019.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Wilson_Korea_BID_case_study_2019.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Wilson_Korea_BID_case_study_2019.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Atlantic_Yards_Case_Study_September_2020.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Atlantic_Yards_Case_Study_September_2020.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Atlantic_Yards_Case_Study_September_2020.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/the-future-of-urbanization-what-can-we-learn-from-asian-cities/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/the-future-of-urbanization-what-can-we-learn-from-asian-cities/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/the-future-of-urbanization-what-can-we-learn-from-asian-cities/
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In October 2021, Penn IUR published The Covid-19 Recession: Which Urban 
Economies Have Performed Better or Worse and Why? by John Landis, 
Crossways Professor Emeritus and Penn IUR Faculty Fellow. The brief 
analyzes the effects of the pandemic across the nation by looking at the 
extent and velocity of job losses between January 2020 and May 2021 in the 
nation’s 105 most populous metros.

Landis’s analysis shows a 14 percent overall drop in unemployment in the 
nation’s 105 most populous metros (in contrast to the nation’s at 13 percent) 
with wide variation among metros. At one extreme, Los Angeles plunged 
24 percent below its January 2020 figure while, at the other end, Omaha 
lost only 4 percent of its jobs in this time span. Landis determined that 
population size, high density, costly housing, and relatively poor growth 
performance prior to the pandemic were associated with cities with the 
highest unemployment rates. Further, contrary to conventional beliefs 

about the resilience of economies based on “eds and meds” in the face of 
economic disruptions, he found that those metros yielded worse returns 
than those with high numbers of government employees.

Landis also reported a substantial recovery across the metros, with a 
comeback rate of 96 percent of the January 2020 level. He noted that the 
slowest to recover were large, highly dense places dependent on the leisure 
and tourism and health and education sectors having high numbers of 
foreign-born residents while the more resilient cities were those that had 
vigorous economic growth prior to the pandemic and those with a better 
educated workforce. These data led to one of Landis’s counter-intuitive 
observations: metros that possess agglomeration economies, considered a 
critical success factor for positive economic growth in ordinary times, may 
slow down recovery. To read this and other Penn IUR briefs, visit the Penn 
IUR publications page. 

PU B LI C AT I O N

Policy Brief: The COVID-19 Recession

PU B LI C AT I O N

Urban Innovation Essential to Achieve SDGs
Penn IUR co-authored, with the Guangzhou 
Inst itute for Urban Innovat ion, the Lincoln 
Inst itute of Land Policy, and Wellcome 
Trust , the 5th Guangzhou Award Repor t 
on Local Implementat ion of SDGs, which 
suggests ways to suppor t and accelerate the 
city- level innovat ion needed to reach the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and the United Nat ions Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). Published in 
July 2021, the repor t analyzes 45 case 
studies of innovat ive urban init iat ives 
around the world , providing evidence that 
city- level innovat ion is essential to achieving 
the SDGs and suggest ing ways nat ions can 

par tner with and suppor t cit ies in pursuit of 
this common goal . The repor t draws lessons 
from for ward-thinking cit ies tackl ing 
chal lenges as diverse as food security 
in Antananarivo, Madagascar ; reducing 
waste through circular business models in 
Capetown, South Afr ica ; and eco-ef f iciency 
land use policies in Quito, Ecuador.

Focused on innovat ions related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic response and the 
eight SDGs reviewed at the UN High-Level 
Polit ical Forum (HLPF) held July 13-15 , 2021, 
the repor t includes lessons drawn from the 
Guangzhou Internat ional Award for Urban 

Innovat ion (Guangzhou Award). Establ ished 
in 2012 to advocate urban innovat ion, 
accelerate the at tainment of the SDGs, and 
encourage internat ional exchanges and 
city-to-city cooperat ion, the award was 
co-founded by the City of Guangzhou with 
the United Cit ies and Local Government 
(UCLG) and the World Associat ion of Major 
Metropolises (Metropolis). Penn IUR Co-
Director Eugénie Birch has been par t of the 
peer review jur y process for the Guangzhou 
Award since 2018.

Download the repor t from the Penn IUR 
website. 

CO N V EN I N G

Webinar Series on Education and Workforce Launched
Generals , President , Community College of Phi ladelphia ; Harr y J. 
Holzer, John LaFarge, Jr. S .J. Chair and Professor, McCour t School of 
Public Policy, Georgetown University ; James Kvaal , Under Secretar y 
of Educat ion, United States Depar tment of Educat ion; and Theresa 
Y. Singleton, Senior Vice President and Community Af fairs Off icer, 
Federal Reser ve Bank of Phi ladelphia . The conversat ion explored the 
provisions in the Build Back Better Act (which was being debated in 
congress at the t ime) that promised to expand access to af fordable, 

high-qual ity postsecondar y educat ion; suppor t community col lege 
workforce programs; invest in inst itut ions that ser ve people from 
underser ved groups; and suppor t student retent ion and complet ion 
programs.

Laura Perna moderated both events , which were onl ine and open to 
the public . Both  are avai lable to stream on the Penn IUR website.

CO N T I N U ED FRO M P.  1

https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Landis_The_COVID-19_Recession.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Landis_The_COVID-19_Recession.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/publications?filtered=true&type=white-papers
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Guangzhou_Award_2020_HLPF_Report_FINAL_13July21.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Guangzhou_Award_2020_HLPF_Report_FINAL_13July21.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/uploads/media/Guangzhou_Award_2020_HLPF_Report_FINAL_13July21.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events?filtered=true&theme=education-and-workforce-solutions-for-an-equitable-future
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CO N V EN I N G

Urban Experts Discuss New Research from the World Bank

Penn IUR and World Bank exper ts 
came together September 17 at “City 
Form for Sustainable Grow th,” the f irst 
event in the Global Urban Development 
Pathways ser ies organized by Penn 
IUR Faculty Fel low Gil les Duranton, 
Dean's Chair in Real Estate Professor, 
The Whar ton School . Par t icipants 
discussed the World Bank repor t 
“Pancakes to Pyramids: City Form to 
Promote Sustainable Grow th,” which 
demonstrates l inks between an ongoing 
increase in global urban density and 
product iv ity. 

The repor t analyzes city development 
to ident ify the spat ial extent of cit ies , 
the dr ivers of urban grow th and ways to 
inf luence those dr ivers to create more 
product ive and sustainable cit ies . In a 
major new f inding , i t shows an increase 
in density in cit ies as the world becomes 
more urban.

Penn IUR Co-Director Susan Wachter 
introduced the topic and welcomed 
par t icipants , fol lowed by remarks on the 

World Bank ’s urban analy t ics by Sameh 
Wahba, Global Director, Urban, Disaster 
Risk Management , Resi l ience and Land 
Global Pract ice, World Bank . Fol lowing 
introduct ions by Duranton, three of the 
repor t ’s co-authors—Somik Lal l , Lead 
Urban Economist and Global Lead for 
Terr itor ia l and Spat ial Development , 
Urban, DRM, Resi l ience and Land; Mathi lde 
Lebrand, Economist , Chief Economist 
Off ice for Infrastructure, The World Bank; 
and Daniel Sturm, Professor of Economics , 
London School of Economics—presented 
their f indings . 

Fol lowing their presentat ions , Sol ly Angel , 
Program Director of Urban Expansion 
and Professor of City Planning , NYU 
Marron Inst itute; Edgar Pieterse, Director, 
Afr ican Centre for Cit ies , University of 
Cape Town; Shipra Narang Suri , Chief, 
Urban Pract ices Branch, UN-Habitat ; 
and Duranton discussed the repor t ’s 
implicat ions .

Visit the Penn IUR website for a recording 
of the event and an ar t icle on the repor t .

How can a state and its higher education institutions work together 
to encourage innovation and entrepreneurship? Penn IUR recently 
reviewed this question for CTNext, the Connecticut agency that fosters 
growth in startup and early-stage businesses and links startups to 
promote greater business activity.

CTNext Higher Education Initiative Program: Strategic 
Recommendations for the Next Five Years looks in depth at CTNext ’s 
Higher Education Initiative (HEI), designed to fund institutional 
partnerships that support innovation and entrepreneurship skills for 
students and faculty. The report reviews HEI’s progress over the last 
f ive years and potential for expanding its impact over the next f ive. This 
report follows up on the program’s initial strategic planning process, 
which Penn IUR completed in 2017. That report, Entrepreneurship 
& Innovation in Connecticut ’s Higher Education System: A Catalytic 
Roadmap for Higher Education Collaboration, assessed the state’s 
assets and opportunities in relation to innovation and entrepreneurship 
in higher education, recommended strategies to strengthen the 

innovation ecosystem across its colleges and universities, and listed 
criteria for evaluating grant applications. 

Penn IUR’s December 2021 report for CTNext assesses the state’s 
efforts so far and makes recommendations on recalibrating its 
programs. The report offers strategic recommendations—grouped 
under three broad pathways, or scenarios—for how the program can 
use its remaining $4 million. These include place-based catalytic 
investments that build on urban revitalization investments across 
the state; capacity-building efforts such as supporting a stronger 
community of educators; and pursuing new opportunities for 
collaboration and equitable access. 

CTNext retained Penn IUR to write the roadmap and the recent update 
because of the Institute’s deep expertise with urban anchor institutions 
and economic development. Read more about Penn IUR’s anchor 
institution work on the Penn IUR initiatives webpage. 

R ES E ARCH

Innovation Ecosystems and Higher Education

https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/city-form-for-sustainable-growth/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/city-form-for-sustainable-growth/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/publications/shaping-sustainable-urban-growth
https://ctnext.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Final-Report-Higher-Ed-2.pdf
https://ctnext.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Final-Report-Higher-Ed-2.pdf
https://ctnext.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Final-Report-Higher-Ed-2.pdf
https://penniur.upenn.edu/initiatives


11 	 PE N N I N ST IT U T E FO R U R BA N R E S E A RCH  U R BA N N E WS	 S PR I N G 2022 |  N O. 35

insights . Included were urban historian 
Kenneth Jackson, who ref lected on the 
Big Apple’s revival af ter such repeated 
and various crises as disease, f ire, r iots , 
and hurricanes for nearly 250 years; Fred 
Dixon, President and CEO, NYC & Company, 
the 2,000-member of f icial destination 
marketing organization and convention and 
visitors bureau for the f ive boroughs of 
New York City, who outl ined measures to 
regain the 67 mil l ion annual tourists , a major 
contributor to the city ’s economic base; 
Jennifer Raab, President , Hunter College/
CUNY, who discussed online learning ; Kathy 
Wylde, President and CEO, New York City 

Par tnerships , who spoke on employment 
and job losses; Thomas Wright , President , 
Regional Plan Associat ion, who discussed 
public transportat ion; and others .

In the Recovering New York City report , 
the project directors present the health 
condit ions early in the pandemic, 
monitor the ups and downs of health and 
socioeconomic condit ions in the city over 
the year, and take stock of the group’s 
continuing concerns for the future. They 
note in their conclusion that “The experts 
convened by Penn IUR remain cautiously 
optimist ic that the city wil l rebound, but also 

aware that plenty of work needs to be done 
to ensure that this happens .”

Penn IUR undertook the Recovering Cit ies 
project to study the dynamics of recovery 
and to inform public and private decision-
makers as they adapt the post-pandemic 
urban environment to be more resi l ient , 
inclusive, and innovative. It grew out of Penn 
IUR’s long-standing interest in resi l ience, a 
research area that began with publicat ion 
of Penn IUR Co-Directors Birch and Susan 
Wachter ’s Rebuilding Urban Places After 
Disaster, Lessons from Katrina (University of 
Pennsylvania Press , 2006).

Recovering Cities Project Concludes

And also, sometimes, I do research of the type that might not be so readily 
appreciated by planners. Some of my work, particularly in residential 
segregation, is almost more like demography. And the planning implications or 
policy implications aren’t always that direct or explicit. So, it’s an opportunity 
to do research that I’m interested in, without necessary being concerned about 
the immediate planning applications.

O N THAT I NTE R D I SCI PLI NARY N OTE—WHAT K I N D O F 
O PPO RTU N ITI E S D O YO U S E E FO R WO R K I N G WITH PE N N I U R?

I think there will be opportunities to work with other urbanists—again, a way 
of reaching a broader audience, using it as a channel to speak to other people. 
That’s one of the things I’m excited about. I knew a couple of people, like [Penn 
IUR Co-Directors] Genie Birch  and Susan Wachter, before I came to Penn—and 

I was excited about the opportunity to work with them. And, Penn has the 
planning Ph.D. program. I think it could be an attractive way to draw potential 
Ph.D. students to the program.

AN D WHAT AR E YO U WO R K I N G O N N OW ?

Right now, I ’m doing work in New York City on what could be considered a 
racial equity report for the New York City Planning Department. The idea 
is that major planning initiatives would explicitly take into consideration 
how developments or initiatives would impact racial equity. I participated 
in a pilot last summer and, based on that experience, I ’m writing about the 
potential for this type of planning practice more broadly, and how it could 
be something that other cities might adopt. And I ’m comparing it to some 
of the initiatives that other cities have adopted in recent years.

Faculty Spotlight: Lance Freeman

CO N V EN I N G

World Cities Day 2021
Penn IUR recognized World Cit ies Day 2021 by sponsoring , with 
the Kleinman Center for Energy Policy (KCEP) and Perr y World 
House (PWH), presentat ions by students of CPLN 577, Topics in 
Internat ional Development . Af ter introductor y remarks by Mauricio 
Rodas , Former Mayor, Quito, Ecuador, and Visit ing Fel low at Penn 
IUR, PWH, and KCEP and Penn IUR Co-Director Eugénie Birch, Penn 
IUR screened a v ideo that students in CPLN 577 created on the topic 
of adapting cit ies to cl imate change. 

Opening with a prompt to consider what the world could be l ike in 
50 years , the v ideo included an over view of the chal lenges cl imate 
change wil l present , the oppor tunit ies to adapt , and the act ions 
cit ies are already taking. Students focused on the phenomenon of 
urban grow th in Afr ica and Asia , where cit ies can potential ly leapfrog 
tradit ional development formats and avoid the worst ef fects of 
cl imate change and pover ty. 

To stream the event , v is it the Penn IUR event page.

CO N V EN I N G

Extreme Heat in Cities
Penn IUR contr ibuted to Climate Week at Penn, September 20 -24 , 
2021, with a session on extreme heat . “Extreme Heat in Cit ies : The 
Si lent Ki l ler,” held September 23 , featured presentat ions by Mauricio 
Rodas , Former Mayor, Quito, Ecuador, and Visit ing Fel low, Penn IUR, 
Perr y World House, and Kleinman Center for Energy Policy, and Eleni 
Myriv i l i ,  Chief Heat Off icer, Chief Resi l ience Off icer, and Former 
Deputy Mayor, City of Athens .

Rodas and Myriv i l i noted that extreme heat is the deadliest cl imate-
related hazard. They discussed the ef fects of heat in cit ies , and how 
it par t icular ly impacts the most vulnerable. They also highl ighted 
success stor ies of how ef fect ively tackl ing extreme heat can save 
thousands of l ives while creat ing new economic oppor tunit ies at the 
urban level .

To stream the event , v is it the Penn IUR website.

CO N T I N U ED FRO M P. .1

CO N T I N U ED FRO M P.  1

https://www.pennpress.org/9780812219807/rebuilding-urban-places-after-disaster/
https://www.pennpress.org/9780812219807/rebuilding-urban-places-after-disaster/
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/world-cities-day-2021
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/extreme-heat-in-cities-the-silent-killer
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/extreme-heat-in-cities-the-silent-killer
https://penniur.upenn.edu/events/extreme-heat-in-cities-the-silent-killer
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TH E PE N N I NSTITUTE FOR U RBAN 
RESEARCH is dedicated to advancing cross-
disciplinary urban-focused research, instruction, 
and civic engagement on issues relevant to 
cities around the world. As the global population 
becomes increasingly urban, understanding 
cities is vital to informed decision-making 
and public policy at the local, national, and 
international levels. Penn IUR has a strong focus 
on research that informs the sustainable and 
inclusive 21st-century city. By providing a forum 
for collaborative scholarship and instruction at 
Penn and beyond, Penn IUR stimulates research 
and engages with urban practitioners and 
policymakers to inform urban policy.

PE N N I U R D I R EC TO RS & STA FF

EU G ÉN I E L .  B I RCH 

Co-Director; Lawrence C. Nussdorf Professor of Urban 
Research and Education, Department of City & Regional 
Planning, Weitzman School of Design

SUSA N M . WACH T ER 

Co-Director; Sussman Professor and Professor of Real Estate 
and Finance, The Wharton School

A M Y M O N TG O M ERY

Managing Director

AR D EN J O R DAN

Program Coordinator

C A R A G R I FFI N

Publications and Communications Director

AM AN DA LLOY D

Program Director, Global Research Initiatives 

PE N N I U R A DV I SO RY B OA R D

CH A I R :  M A R K ROS EN B ERG

Principal, MHR Fund 
Management

V I CE CH A I R :  A L A N D. 

SCH N IT ZER

CEO, The Travelers 
Companies, Inc.

P. DAV I D B R A M B LE

Managing Partner, MCB 
Real Estate

PAT R I CK B R E T T

Managing Director, 
Citigroup

KE V I N CH AV ERS

Chairman, Bedford 
Stuyvesant Restoration 
Corporation

M A N U EL A .  D IA Z

Senior Partner, Lydecker 
Diaz, LLC Former Mayor, 
City of Miami, FL

DA M I EN DW I N

CEO and Founder, Lafayette 
Square 

PAU L FA R M ER

Former Executive Director 
& CEO, American Planning 
Association

DAV I D GA LLO 

Founder and Managing 
Member, Valinor 
Management, LLC

R EN ÉE LE W I S G LOV ER

Founder and Managing 
Member, The Catalyst 
Group, LLC 

JACQ U ES G O R D O N

Global Strategist, LaSalle 
Investment Management 

E VA N H ELLER

Private Investor & Advisor

V I RG I N IA H EPN ER

Former CEO, Woodruff Arts 
Center

J .  RO B ERT H I LLI ER

President, J. Robert Hillier

W I LLIA M LU K A S H O K 

Director, Prana Investments

TO M M I LLO N

President & CEO, Capital Markets 
Coop.

J ESS I C A M O RGAN

Vice President, Lubert-Adler 
Real Estate Funds 

M ARC H .  M O R IAL ,  ESQ .

President & CEO, National 
Urban League

FAH D M U KH TAR

Director, Fatima Group

M EL AN I E N USS D O R F

Partner, Steptoe & Johnson

L AW R EN CE PA R K S

Co-Founder, Forethought 
Advisors

EG B ERT PER RY

Chairman & CEO, The Integral 
Group 

J EFFR E Y POSS

Partner, Willkie Farr & 
Gallagher LLP 

R I CH A R D P.  R I CH M A N

Chairman, The Richman 
Group, Inc.

J O N AT H A N F. P.  ROS E

President, Jonathan Rose 
Companies

D IAN E ROS EN

Of Counsel, Ortoli Rosenstadt

RO B ERT J .T.  ROS EN FELD

Principal, JBG Rosenfeld Retail

M O LLY RO US E-T ER LE V I CH

Community Volunteer and 
Political Fundraiser

DEBORAH RATNER SALZBERG

Washington, D.C., Region 
Chairman, Brookfield 
Properties

E V ER E T T SA N DS

CEO, Lendistry, LLC.

AR I S H AL AM 

Managing Director, RWN Real 
Estate Partners LLC

DAV I D S H A PI RO

Partner, Corporate 
Department, Wachtell, Lipton, 
Rosen & Katz 

RO B ERT S T E WA RT

Managing Director, The JBG 
Companies

M I CH A EL TA B B

Managing Principal, Red Rock 
Global

KEN N E T H TA N EN BAU M

Vice Chairman, Kilmer Van 
Nostrand Co. Limited

About Penn IUR
CO N TAC T I N FO R M AT I O N

G-12 Meyerson Hall 
210 South 34th Street 
University of Pennsylvania  
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6311

P 215.573.8386
F 215.898.5731

penniur@pobox.upenn.edu

penniur.upenn.edu

facebook.com/penniur.upenn

instagram.com/penn_iur/

linkedin.com/company/
penniur 

twitter.com/penniur

PE N N I U R E X ECU T I V E CO M M IT T E E

CO - CH A I R :  W EN D ELL 

PR ITCH E T T 
Provost, University of 
Pennsylvania; Presidential 
Professor of Law and Education, 
Law School

CO - CH A I R :  DAW N BO N N ELL 
Vice Provost for Research, Henry 
Robinson Towne Professor 
of Engineering and Applied 
Science, School of Engineering 
and Applied Science

W I LLIAM B U R KE-W H IT E
Richard Perry Professor, 
Professor of Law, School of 
Law; Inaugural Director, Perry 
World House

J EFFR E Y CO O PER
Vice President, Office of  
Government and Community 
Affairs

D EN N I S CU LH A N E
Professor and Dana and Andrew 
Stone Chair in Social Policy; 
Co-Principal Investigator, 
Actionable Intelligence for Social 
Policy, School of Social Policy 
and Practice

J O H N D I LU LI O
Frederick Fox Leadership 
Professor of Politics, Religion, 
and Civil Society, School of Arts 
and Sciences

G I LLES D U R A N TO N
Dean’s Chair in Real Estate 
Professor; Chair, Department 
of Real Estate, The Wharton 
School

S T E V EN FLU H A RT Y
Dean and Thomas S. Gates, 
Jr. Professor of Psychology, 
Pharmacology, and Neuroscience, 
School of Arts and Sciences

M I CH A EL G I B BO N S
I.W. Burnham II Professor of 
Investment Banking; Deputy 
Dean, The Wharton School

PAM G ROSS M AN

Dean, and George and Diane 
Weiss Professor of Education, 
Graduate School of Education

M AR K AL AN H U G H ES
Professor of Practice, City and 
Regional Planning; Faculty 
Director, Kleinman Center for 
Energy Policy, Weitzman School 
of Design

J O H N JACK SO N , J R .
Walter H. Annenberg Dean, 
Annenberg School for 
Communication; Richard Perry 
University Professor

J O H N M ACD O N A LD
Professor of Criminology and 
Sociology; Faculty Director, 
Fels Institute of Government, 
Department of Criminology, 
School of Arts and Sciences

FR ED ER I CK S T EI N ER 

Dean and Paley Professor, 
Weitzman School of Design


