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Urban Ageing Policies
Philadelphia&Daegu
in

Philadelphia Daegu Global Age-friendly 
Cities Guide

• Age-Friendly Parks
• 61 active community gardens 
• Complete Streets executive order

• Four major parks with museum, zoos, 
arboretum, horse riding course  more for 
recreation/educational purposes

• Free-ride system for 65 and older
• Reduced fare of $1 for regional rail trips
• All SEPTA buses, trolleys, and trains have 

wheelchair, lower platforms, and priority 
seating

• 112 non-step bus routes 
• Lower platforms on buses
• Register transportation card for 

elderly(65 or above) at post offices
• Subways are free, but pay fee for buses

• Repair Programs
• Owner Occupied Repair Program
• Living Independently for Elders(LIFE)
• Accessory Dwelling Units(ADU)
• 48 nursing homes

• 48 Support Centers for Seniors Living at 
Home

• 258 Nursing homes
• Facilities for Senior Citizens suffering from 

senile diseases

• 70 senior centers in Philadelphia
• Intergenerational Center, Project SHINE
• GenPhilly
• Retired and Senior Volunteer Program
• Senior Community Service Employment 

Program

• Recreational facilities for senior citizens 
• Publication of the biographies of the 

elderly population who spent majority of 
their lives in Daegu
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Philadelphia

• Poor air quality
• 5th most dangerous city for pedestrians
• More lighting and police presence
• More street benches

• Lack of age-friendly streets and parks
• Lack of seating areas
• Directional designs: prioritize legibility for

the elderly over aesthetic features

• SEPTA’s punctuality : 2011 on-time performance 
decreased by 0.6%

• Safety: 29,806 crime reports in 2008
• Bus shelters: only 304 currently
• Taxi accessibility
 

• Not all transportation system is free (i.e.
bus)

• Insensitivity of drivers toward older people,
especially on buses (driving like mad, do
not wait for older people to be seated

• Negative perception of living environment
• Home improvement issues
• No focused housing programs for grandparents 

taking care of grandchildren
• Re-designing of homes is necessary

• Need to diversify the types of housing
policies, rather than increase the number of
houses (older people prefer smaller houses
to larger ones)

 

• Lack of awareness of activities
• Accessibility of voting place and issues with 

vote ID that requires photo ID
• No programs supporting entrepreneurship for 

adults
• Affordability for health costs

• Senior facilities are for elderly use only –
not age friendly, possible source of
isolation

• Senior programs still regard the older
population as the vulnerable members of
the society
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