


ÅWaste generation is anticipated to 
increase by 70% by 2050 with Sub-
Saharan Africa and South Asia growing 
the fastest (35% of global waste by 
2050)

ÅOne-quarter of global plastic waste is 
coming from East Asia and the Pacific 
with ocean waste primarily coming from 
5 countries in the region. A circular 
approach is necessary for sustainable 
development

ÅNearly 50% of solid waste operations 
involve the private sector, nonprofits or 
civil society and there is further 
opportunity to engage
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2016: 2.01 billion tonnes

2050: 3.40 billion tonnes
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Projected Waste Generation
Millions of tonnes/year
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Average global waste generation is 0.74 kg/capita/day
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Projected Waste Generation (kg/capita/day)
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9Source: FAO



242 million tonnes

=
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4.8 million Olympic-sized swimming pools24 trillion plastic bottles



105 million tonnes

Remaining Regions

57 million tonnes

East Asia & Pacific
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Compost, 5.5%

Incineration, 
11%

Controlled 
Landfill, 

4%

Landfill 
(Unspecified), 

25%Sanitary Landfill, 7.7%

Open Dump, 
33%

Other, 
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Recycling, 
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2016: 1.6 billion tonnes CO2-equivalent GHG emissions 

2050: 2.6 billion tonnes CO2-equivalent GHG emissions 
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